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TRIBUTE TO STAFF SERGEANT
SONNY C. ZIMMERMAN

(Mr. JORDAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of a brave
young Ohio soldier who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice in defense of this great
country, Army Staff Sergeant Sonny C.
Zimmerman.

Sonny graduated from Waynesfield-
Goshen High School in 2005 and served
his first tour in Afghanistan 2006. His
fellow soldiers knew him as a leader
and spoke freely of the times he helped
them, stood up for them, and sacrificed
for them.

Chaplain Brian Fruchey mentioned
how Sonny always said, “I have to
bring my guys home,” and noted that
he always put himself last.

Sonny Zimmerman was a decorated
hero who served with courage and
honor. He died on Tuesday, July 16,
2013, in Afghanistan. He is survived by
his wife, Morgan; daughter, Riley; par-
ents, Chris and Michelle; stepfather,
David; two sisters; and other loving
family.

I was touched to see how many of
Sonny’s friends, family, and neighbors
came together in his hometown of
Waynesfield to honor his life and sac-
rifice.

He volunteered to serve. He loved the
Army, loved his country, and fought to
promote freedom. For this, each and
every American owes him and his fam-
ily a debt of gratitude.

Sonny Zimmerman will be deeply
missed, but the strength of his char-
acter and the courage he demonstrated
through his service will live on.

———

WORKING TOGETHER FOR
SOLUTIONS

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, the
American people want us to work to-
gether. You can poll any one of them
that is coming through these halls as
tourists, as Americans, and I know
they want us to work together.

I think it is important that we an-
nounce to the American people that we
will immediately get rid of sequester
and stop the laying off of valuable De-
fense Department workers and Health
and Human Services workers, people
who help generate the economy be-
cause of the work that they do in
places beyond the beltway, government
workers who are servants of the people.

We need to get rid of sequester and
begin to fund those child care seats
that have been lost, those Meals on
Wheels, and Medicare resources for our
seniors. We need to stop playing
around with the budget.

We need to insist that the bills of the
American people be paid through rais-
ing the debt ceiling, and not in an
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angry manner, but recognizing our re-
sponsibilities.

We know that the NSA has been
looked at. I stand here as someone who
will stand on behalf of the civil lib-
erties and civil rights of Americans. I
have introduced an intelligence bill to
review the enormous number of con-
tractors that are being used to give top
secret credibility and, as well, to do
our outsourcing of our work.

I have introduced a bill dealing with
the FISA Court, to release the FISA
Court opinions, because I believe it is
important for the American people to
know and be protected in their civil
liberties.

Finally, ObamaCare is one that I am
proud to be supporting because it helps
small businesses. It helps those who
don’t have care, and it provides for
young people to have health coverage.
ObamaCare serves the American peo-
ple.

———

SUPPORT HELPING HEROES FLY
ACT

(Mr. HUDSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I re-
cently heard a story about one of our
wounded soldiers being forced to par-
ticipate in a lengthy and uncomfort-
able security screening at the airport. I
immediately contacted the head of the
TSA to express my outrage and dis-
appointment that one of our Nation’s
heroes would be forced to go through
such an ordeal.

I believe one of the most solemn re-
sponsibilities of our government is to
care for our veterans and those who
have been injured in the line of duty.
We must remember that even little
things can be cumbersome and dif-
ficult. The last thing our heroes need is
to face a long line or be forced to an-
swer endless questions about their con-
ditions when all they want to do is
board a plane and fly home to be with
their loved ones.

As chairman of the Transportation
Security Subcommittee, I've had an
active role in working with TSA, the
administrator, and my colleague, Ms.
GABBARD, the author of this legisla-
tion, to adopt protocols that will in-
crease accessibility and privacy and
offer less invasive screening for those
with severe combat-related injuries.

I urge my colleagues to help pass the
Helping Heroes Fly Act, as amended,
by unanimous consent today. I am
proud of this legislation because it
shows an example of Republicans and
Democrats working together to find so-
lutions for the American people.

———

REINS ACT

(Mr. WENSTRUP asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, we are
at a point where an unannounced, un-
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planned, and largely unconstitutional
fourth branch of government has taken
root. Dominated by unelected bureau-
crats, these Federal departments and
agencies are churning out rules and
regulations at an unprecedented pace.

According to one study, Federal
agencies finalized nearly 3,000 rules and
over 60 major regulations in 2007. That
same year, Congress enacted 138 public
laws.

To this end, one of the first bills I co-
sponsored upon being sworn in as a
Member of Congress was the REINS
Act, H.R. 367, and I'm pleased to have
voted for it today. The bill increases
accountability and creates trans-
parency in the Federal regulatory proc-
ess by requiring Congress to approve
all new major regulations. With the
REINS Act, no longer will bureaucrats
in the fourth branch go unchecked, and
the constitutional balance our Found-
ers deliberately drafted would be re-
stored.

I will continue to fight for a govern-
ment that is smaller, more efficient,
more streamlined, and more responsive
to hardworking taxpayers.

——
HELPING HEROES FLY ACT

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to take from the
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 1344) to
amend title 49, United States Code, to
direct the Assistant Secretary of
Homeland Security (Transportation
Security Administration) to provide
expedited air passenger screening to se-
verely injured or disabled members of
the Armed Forces and severely injured
or disabled veterans, and for other pur-

poses, with the Senate amendment
thereto, and concur in the Senate
amendment.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. RICE
of South Carolina). The Clerk will re-
port the Senate amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Senate amendment:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Helping Heroes
Fly Act’.
SEC. 2. OPERATIONS CENTER PROGRAM FOR SE-
VERELY INJURED OR DISABLED
MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES
AND SEVERELY INJURED OR DIS-
ABLED VETERANS.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter I of chapter 449
of title 49, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end the following:

“§44927. Expedited screening for severely in-
jured or disabled members of the Armed
Forces and severely injured or disabled vet-
erans

‘““(a) PASSENGER SCREENING.—The Assistant
Secretary, in consultation with the Secretary of
Defense, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, and
organizations identified by the Secretaries of
Defense and Veteran Affairs that advocate on
behalf of severely injured or disabled members of
the Armed Forces and severely injured or dis-
abled veterans, shall develop and implement a
process to support and facilitate the ease of
travel and to the extent possible provide expe-
dited passenger screeming services for severely
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